
DULUTH PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
Tuesday, February 17, 2015 

City Council Chambers 
AGENDA 

 
 
1. Roll call 

 
2. Approval of previous meeting minutes  

 
3. New business 

 
3.1 15PUC-001 - RESOLUTION ESTABLISHING THE CUSTOMER CHARGE AND USER 

CHARGES FOR THE CITY’S WASTEWATER FACILITIES EFFECTIVE WITH METER READINGS 
AFTER MAY 1, 2015; SUPERSEDING ALL PRIOR INCONSISTENT OR CONFLICTING RATES. 
- for discussion only 

 
3.2 15PUC-002 - RESOLUTION ESTABLISHING FEES FOR VARIOUS UTILITY-RELATED 

SERVCES. - for discussion only 
 
3.3 Establish public hearing dates for rate changes 
 
3.4 5-year natural gas capital plan 
 

4. Updates from staff 
 

5. Upcoming Council actions 
 

6. Commissioner questions or comments 
 

7. Preview of upcoming business 
 



DULUTH PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
Meeting Minutes 
January 20, 2015 

 
Members Present: Councilor Zack Filipovich, Councilor Jennifer Julsrud, Rob Prusak, Jim Ramnes, Linda 
Sellner, Councilor Joel Sipress, Jason Thorsell 
 
Staff Present: Bob Asleson, Jim Benning, Leanna Gilbert, Howard Jacobson, Tom Johnson, Chris Kleist, 
Eric Shaffer, Glenn Strid 
 
Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 5:15 p.m. by President Prusak. 
 
Approval of previous meeting minutes 

Old business: 
 
14PUC-004 - RESOLUTION OF THE DULUTH PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION RECOMMENDING THAT 
THE CITY OF DULUTH ADOPT A NO-LOSS POLICY FOR REMAINING WETLANDS WITHIN CITY 
BOUNDARIES. 
Commissioner Sellner explained the intent of resolution 14PUC-004. Commissioners and staff discussed 
whether a policy regarding wetlands was in the purview of the Commission. Commissioner Julsrud 
motioned to remove 14PUC-004 from the agenda. The motion carried 6-1.   
 
New business: 
 
Repayment to MN Power 
After the Hibbard steam plant put in a well, there was no way for the City to measure their sewage. This 
resulted in overcharging for sewage in the amount of approximately $130,000, so we are repaying them. 
 
Election of officers 
Commissioner Julsrud motioned to re-elect Rob Prusak for President and Jim Ramnes for Vice President. 
Their re-election was approved unanimously. 
 
Updates from staff 
Chris Kleist gave a brief presentation on stormwater billing for residential and non-residential customers 
and answered questions from commissioners. 
 
Upcoming Council actions 
Jim Benning mentioned an ordinance on the upcoming agenda that would update Chapter 48 of the City 
code, which is the water and gas section.  
 
Commissioner Julsrud stated that she is the Public Works & Utilities chair this year. 
 
Commissioner questions or comments 
Commissioner Sipress mentioned the recent increase in service fees. He is concerned that the fees might 
keep residents from getting preventative maintenance and suggested providing incentives. 
Commissioner Julsrud said that she would also be interested in that and added that she would like to 
see opportunities for low-cost comprehensive energy audits as well. 
 

It is the mission of the Duluth Public Utilities Commission to ensure safe, reliable, efficient utilities services at reasonable rates. 



Commissioner Sellner commented that the Commission was a little lax about parliamentary procedure 
in regards to the agenda tonight and requested Bob Asleson research the removal of resolutions from 
the agenda and the discussion of resolutions prior to putting them to a vote. 
 
President Prusak stated that his first term expires on March 31st and that he would appreciate the 
councilors’ support of his re-appointment. 
 
Commissioner Julsrud noted that when the Commission was established, it was decided that it should be 
structured and professional, but commissioners don’t need to hold each other’s feet to the fire 
regarding Robert’s Rules. 
 
Preview of upcoming business 
The next regular meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, February 17, 2015, at 5:15 p.m. in City Council 
Chambers. Eric Shaffer will present the 5-year natural gas capital plan at an upcoming meeting. 
 
Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned at 6:15 p.m. 

It is the mission of the Duluth Public Utilities Commission to ensure safe, reliable, efficient utilities services at reasonable rates. 



RESOLUTION NO. 15PUC-001 
 

RESOLUTION ESTABLISHING THE CUSTOMER 
CHARGE AND USER CHARGES FOR THE CITY’S 
WASTEWATER FACILITIES EFFECTIVE WITH METER 
READINGS AFTER MAY 1, 2015; SUPERSEDING ALL 
PRIOR INCONSISTENT OR CONFLICTING RATES. 

 
 RESOLVED by the Duluth Public Utilities Commission (the “Commission”) that the 
Commission hereby makes the following Findings of Fact: 
 
 1.) There exists in the City commercial entities that create and use steam in their 

operations that discharge substantial water products into the City sanitary sewer 
system, which products do not contain material amounts of total suspended solids 
(“TSS”) or biological oxygen demand (“BOD”) and which therefore result in such 
entities paying a disproportionately higher rate for sanitary sewer service as 
compared to the cost of treating their discharge. 

 
 2.) There is a need to create new user classes for such customers with rates that fairly 

reflect the cost of treating their discharge in order to fairly apportion the costs of 
operating the sanitary sewer system and to encourage the growth and health of 
such industries. 

  
 RESOLVED FURTHER, that pursuant to section 43-11 of the Duluth City Code, 1959, 
as amended, for the purpose of increasing the revenue of the sewer utility, there is established 
and shall be collected effective with the meter readings after May 1, 2015, customer charge and 
user charges, based upon the volume of wastewater discharged to the city’s wastewater facilities 
system and determined as in Section 43-7 of the Duluth City Code, as follows: 
 

 

Effective  
May 1, 2015 

2012 rate with 
WLSSD annual 
adjustments per 
11PUC-WLSSD 

Effective  
February 1, 2012 

Customer charge No Change $5.89 per month $5.89 per month 

User charge - Class I No Change $5.60/ccf $5.52/ccf 

User charge - Class II No Change $7.78/ccf $7.67/ccf 

User charge - Class III No Change $9.59/ccf $9.45/ccf 

User charge - Class IV No Change $15.34/ccf $15.11/ccf 

User charge - Class VI Delete $7.19/ccf $7.19/ccf 

User charge - Class IX $3.36/ccf $2.64/ccf N/A 

 



 RESOLVED FURTHER, that any prior rates inconsistent or conflicting with the rates set 
forth herein are hereby superseded. 
  
 
 
Approved by the DPUC:                                         
      (date) 
 
Submitted to City Council:                                         
 (where appropriate)   (date) 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
                                                                     
 Director 
 Public Works and Utilities 
 City of Duluth 
 
 
STATEMENT OF PURPOSE: 
 
 This resolution creates a new rate class IX to reflect a class of users that discharge 
substantially clear water into the sewer system.  The two existing users that fall into this category 
are the two district steam utilities, the Hibbard facility and Duluth Steam District No. 1. 
 Presently the City pays WLSSD a rate for treatment of effluent that reflects volume of 
discharge and also total suspended solids (TSS) and biological oxygen demand (BOD) in the 
discharge.  We have determined that 60% of our charges from WLSSD are based on flow.  The 
remaining 40% of the charges are based on TSS and BOD.  It is safe to assume that the vast 
majority of the steam plants sewage is just hot water and they should not be charged for TSS or 
BOD.  This new rate will adequately recoup our actual expenses.  
 This resolution also eliminates rate class VI, which was previously established for a 
single customer with unique effluent loadings.  This customer is no longer in business.  The 
elimination of this rate is a housekeeping function to make the rate schedule clearly indicate that 
rate class VI is no longer in use. 



RESOLUTION NO. 15PUC-002 
 

RESOLUTION ESTABLISHING FEES FOR VARIOUS 
UTILITY-RELATED SERVCES. 

 
 RESOLVED by the Duluth Public Utilities Commission (the “Commission”) that, 
pursuant to the authority contained in Section 2-186 (c) of the Duluth City Code, 1959, as 
amended, the Commission hereby establishes fees for the services described in Exhibit A 
attached hereto and made a part hereof (the “Services”) in the amounts as set forth in said 
Exhibit A, said fees to be effective for services provided after April 30, 2015. 
  
 RESOLVED FURTHER, that to the extent that any fee approved by an earlier resolution 
has been amended by any later resolution, the prior inconsistent or conflicting fee shall be 
deemed to have been superseded. 
  
 
 
Approved by the DPUC:                                         
      (date) 
 
Submitted to City Council:                                         
 (where appropriate)   (date) 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
                                                                     
 Director 
 Public Works and Utilities 
 City of Duluth 
 
 
STATEMENT OF PURPOSE:  The purpose of this resolution is for the DPUC to formally 
adopt fees for various services provided by the City in conjunction with the provision of utility 
services as authorized by Section 2-186 (c) of the City code. 
 



15PUC-002: Exhibit A 

Services Fee 
FOG Program - Failure to Maintain Records - per 
day 

$100.00 

FOG Program - Noncompliance - Maximum Penalty 
- per month 

$1,000.00 
 

Gas Furnace Comfort Policy Fee - DCC - annual $190.00 
Gas Furnace Comfort Policy Fee - Electronic Ignition 
- Annual 

$178.00 

Gas Furnace Comfort Policy Fee - Standing Pilot - 
Annual 

$166.00 

Gas Furnace/Appliance Service - Midnight to 8:00 
a.m. - 1st hour OR No show fee 

$165.00 

Gas Furnace/Appliance Service - Midnight to 8:00 
a.m. - Each additional 15 minutes 

$41.25 

Gas Furnace/Appliance Service - Weekdays - 4:30 
p.m. to Midnight - 1st 1/2 hour OR no show fee 

$110.00 

Gas Furnace/Appliance Service - Weekdays - 4:30 
p.m. to Midnight - Each additional 15 minutes 

$27.50 

Gas Furnace/Appliance Service - Weekdays - 8:00 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. - 1st 1/2 hour OR no show fee 

$55.00 

Gas Furnace/Appliance Service - Weekdays - 8:00 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. - Each additional 15 minutes 

$27.50 

Gas Furnace/Appliance Service - Weekends and 
Holidays - 4:00 p.m. to Midnight - 1st 1/2 hour OR 
No Show Fee 

$110.00 

Gas Furnace/Appliance Service - Weekends and 
Holidays - 4:00 p.m. to Midnight - Each additional 
15 minutes 

$27.50 

Gas Furnace/Appliance Service - Weekends and 
Holidays - 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. - 1st 1/2 hour OR 
No Show Fee 

$110.00 

Gas Furnace/Appliance Service - Weekends and 
Holidays - 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. - Each additional 
15 minutes 

$27.50 

Gas Furnace/Appliance Service - Weekends and 
Holidays - Midnight to 8:00 a.m. - 1st 1/2 hour OR 
no show fee 

$165.00 

Gas Furnace/Appliance Service - Weekends and 
Holidays - Midnight to 8:00 a.m. - Each additional 
15 minutes 

$41.25 

I&I Noninspection/noncompliance Surcharge - per 
month 

$250.00 

Point of Sale - Inspection Fee - Sump Pump Already 
in Place or Not Required 

$105.00 

Point of Sale - Inspection Fee - Sump Pump 
Installation Required 

$205.00 



15PUC-002: Exhibit A 

Point of Sale - Noncompliance surcharge - per 
month 

$250.00 

Sewer Connection - Property not Previously 
Assessed (per foot of frontage; varies depending on 
lot size) 

$90.00 

Violations/Noncompliance/Credit Service Charge - 
Dispatch of Service Vehicle 

$55.00 

Violations/Noncompliance/Credit Service Charge - 
Restoration of Service - Weekdays between 12:00 
a.m.-8:00 a.m. 

$160.00 

Violations/Noncompliance/Credit Service Charge - 
Restoration of Service - Weekdays between 4:30 
p.m.-12:00 a.m. 

$80.00 

Violations/Noncompliance/Credit Service Charge - 
Restoration of Service - Weekdays between 8:00 
a.m.-4:30 p.m. 

$55.00 

Violations/Noncompliance/Credit Service Charge - 
Restoration of Service - Weekends and Holidays 

$160.00 

Water and Gas - Shut Off or Turn On - Minimum 
Charge 

$55.00 

Water and Gas Service Construction Permit - 
Special inspection fee - minimum 

$25.00 

Water Connection - Property not Previously 
Assessed (per foot of frontage; varies depending on 
lot size) 

$90.00 

Water Hydrant, Use of $210.00 
Water Service - Tapping Fee (1" or less) $385.00 
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City of Duluth Utilities Map

Figure 1
The City of Duluth has tried to ensure that the information contained in this map or electronic document is accurate.
The City of Duluth makes no warranty or guarantee concerning the accuracy or reliability. This drawing/data is
neither a legally recorded map nor a survey and is not intended to be used as one.  The drawing/data is a
compilation of records, information and data located in various City, County and State offices and other sources
affecting the area shown and is to be used for reference purposes only. The City of Duluth shall not be liable for
errors contained within this data provided or for any damages in connection with the use of this information contained within.

1 inch = 7,500 feet

TBS-1B (NORTHERN NATURAL GAS)
LOCATED: AIRPORT AT LAVAQUE ROAD
CONFIGURATION: 2" REGULATOR W/RELIEF

#

REGULATOR STATION NO. 210
LOCATED: RICE LAKE AND MARTIN RD.
CONFIGURATION: 4" REGULATOR WITH

#

REGULATOR STATION NO. 205
LOCATED: RICE LAKE AND AIR PARK BLVD.
CONFIGURATION: DUEL 4" REGULATORS WITH RELEIF

#

TBS-1 (NORTHERN NATURAL GAS)
LOCATED: MORIS THOMAS AND LAVAQUE RD.
CONFIGURATION: DUEL 6" REGULATORS

$1

#

REGULATOR STATION NO. 54
LOCATED: MORIS THOMAS AND RIVENESS RD.
CONFIGURATION: DUEL 6" REGULATORS WITH RELEIF

#

TBS-1A (NORTHERN NATURAL GAS)
LOCATED: 95TH AVE W. AND PRESCOTT ST.
CONFIGURATION: DUEL 2" REGULATORS

#

REGULATOR STATION NO. 301 (GREAT LAKES GAS)
LOCATED: 95TH AVE W. AND PRESCOTT ST.
CONFIGURATION: 3 REGULATOR RUNS WITH RELEIFS

REGULATOR STATION NO. 215
LOCATED: 95TH AVE W. AND PRESCOTT ST.
CONFIGURATION: 6" REGULATOR W/RELIEF

REGULATOR STATION NO. 203
LOCATED: MIKE COLALILLO DR. AND RECYCLE WAY
CONFIGURATION: DUEL 6" REGULATOR W/RELIEF

#
#

#

LEGEND
22 PSI DISTRIBUTION

66 PSI DRISTRIBUTION

125 PSI DISTRIBUTION

900 PSI TRANSMISSION MAIN

REGULATOR STATION LOCATION $1

REG. 201

REG 210

REG 205

REG 129

REG 90

REG 52

REG 55

REG 160

REG 82

REG 133

REG 116 REG 120

REG 62

REG 60

REG 35 A

REG 34

REG 27

REG 25
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Figure 2

The City of Duluth has tried to ensure that the information contained in this map or electronic document is accurate.
The City of Duluth makes no warranty or guarantee concerning the accuracy or reliability. This drawing/data is
neither a legally recorded map nor a survey and is not intended to be used as one.  The drawing/data is a
compilation of records, information and data located in various City, County and State offices and other sources
affecting the area shown and is to be used for reference purposes only. The City of Duluth shall not be liable for
errors contained within this data provided or for any damages in connection with the use of this information contained within.

1 inch = 2,167 feet

ALTERNATIVE No. 1 - PROPOSED ROUTE
16" STEEL PIPE

ALTERNATIVE No 2 - PROPOSED ROUTE
12" PE PIPE

NEW REGULATOR STATION ON MICHIGAN ST.

EXISTING REGULATOR STATION TO BE REMOVED

CANAL PARK TO BE UPRATED
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Figure 3
The City of Duluth has tried to ensure that the information contained in this map or electronic document is accurate.
The City of Duluth makes no warranty or guarantee concerning the accuracy or reliability. This drawing/data is
neither a legally recorded map nor a survey and is not intended to be used as one.  The drawing/data is a
compilation of records, information and data located in various City, County and State offices and other sources
affecting the area shown and is to be used for reference purposes only. The City of Duluth shall not be liable for
errors contained within this data provided or for any damages in connection with the use of this information contained within.
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Figure 4
The City of Duluth has tried to ensure that the information contained in this map or electronic document is accurate.
The City of Duluth makes no warranty or guarantee concerning the accuracy or reliability. This drawing/data is
neither a legally recorded map nor a survey and is not intended to be used as one.  The drawing/data is a
compilation of records, information and data located in various City, County and State offices and other sources
affecting the area shown and is to be used for reference purposes only. The City of Duluth shall not be liable for
errors contained within this data provided or for any damages in connection with the use of this information contained within. 1 inch = 1,000 feet
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Figure 5

The City of Duluth has tried to ensure that the information contained in this map or electronic document is accurate.
The City of Duluth makes no warranty or guarantee concerning the accuracy or reliability. This drawing/data is
neither a legally recorded map nor a survey and is not intended to be used as one.  The drawing/data is a
compilation of records, information and data located in various City, County and State offices and other sources
affecting the area shown and is to be used for reference purposes only. The City of Duluth shall not be liable for
errors contained within this data provided or for any damages in connection with the use of this information contained within.
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Figure 6

The City of Duluth has tried to ensure that the information contained in this map or electronic document is accurate.
The City of Duluth makes no warranty or guarantee concerning the accuracy or reliability. This drawing/data is
neither a legally recorded map nor a survey and is not intended to be used as one.  The drawing/data is a
compilation of records, information and data located in various City, County and State offices and other sources
affecting the area shown and is to be used for reference purposes only. The City of Duluth shall not be liable for
errors contained within this data provided or for any damages in connection with the use of this information contained within.
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KCity of Duluth Utilities Map
Figure 7

The City of Duluth has tried to ensure that the information contained in this map or electronic document is accurate.
The City of Duluth makes no warranty or guarantee concerning the accuracy or reliability. This drawing/data is
neither a legally recorded map nor a survey and is not intended to be used as one.  The drawing/data is a
compilation of records, information and data located in various City, County and State offices and other sources
affecting the area shown and is to be used for reference purposes only. The City of Duluth shall not be liable for
errors contained within this data provided or for any damages in connection with the use of this information contained within.

1 inch = 686 feet
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NEW 3" CONNECTION
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